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THE  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 
53  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


August  8,  1889 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  D.  D. 

Sitka,  Alaska 
Dear  Brother: - 

T  have  just  got  hack  and  find  Dr.  Irvin  and  I  . 
Boyd  gone.  A  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Irvin  comes  this  morning 
from  Benjamin  T  .  Winchester,  Wil liams town,  Mass,  saying  "My  father 
Rev.  W.  W.  Winchester  died  suddenly  of  Apoplexy  this  morning, 
believe  he  wrote  you  ye^erday  signifying  his  intent  ion  of  engaging 
in  missionary  work  in  S i Lkti,  Alaska. 

Yours  truly. 


,3' 


WOMAN’S 

m  #ssck% 


OF  THE 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

(ALASKAN  bureau^ 
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THE  CHAUTAUQUAN. 


Dr.  T.  L.  Flood ,  Editor. 
MBADVILLB \  PA. 


Meadville, Pa. Sept .1st , 1883. 


Dear  Dr. Jack son: - 

J^ow  about  the  articles  you 
promised  me  last  winter  at  Clifton  Springs?Ac- 

4  frvw i  To  tv&Pi 

cording  to  my  notes  you  'fcack  one  on  British  Co¬ 
lumbia,  one  on  the  Seal  Fisheries  of  Alaska, 
Russia  in  Alaska, Esquimaux  in  Alaska.  I  will  be 
glad  to  get  these  in  the  order  named  or  in  any 
order  convenient  to  you.  Please  give  me  the  cop, 
as  soon  as  possible.  Success  to  you  in  your 


work 


Faithfully  Yours, 


Dr. Sheldon  Jacks 


Sitka, Alaska. 


JOHN  HALL,  D.  D.  ,  PRESIDENT. 


THE  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 


H.  KENDALL,  D.  D.  ,  |  SECRETARIES. 
WM.  IRVIN,  D.D. ,  ) 

O.  D.  EATON,  TREASURER. 


OF  THE 


Box  L,  Station  D. 


Presbyterian  church  in  the  united  states  of  America, 
53  FIFTH  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK. 


New  York,  Sept.  2,  1889. 


Rev.  Sheldon  Jaekson,  D.  D. 

Sitka,  Alaska. 

Dear  Brother; 

In  response  to  yours  of  the  8th  inst.  ,  I  ha.sten  to  en- 


check  to  your  order,  for  $looo  on  account,  for  the  Boy  s 


close  our 


Hospital.  When  it  is  completed,  you  had  better  render  me  an 
account  for  its  cost. 


J/f  I  knew 


I  would  at  once  order  the  Iron  Bedsteads 


how  many  you  wanted.  I  think  I  will  write  to  the  people  at 

Hartford  and  ascertain  how  many  were  sent  for  the  other  hospital 

and  send  a  like  number  for  this. 

I  will  have  a  copy  of  the  contract  for  the  Sitka  school 

// 

sent  to  Mr.  Kenney. 


Yours  truly, 


Treasurer. 


alii  df  *y 


□  ffics  nf 


JOHW  G-.  EtIEIID, 

Attarney  at  Law, 


Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson, 

Sitka,  Alaska. 

*  • 

Dear  Sir;- 

Yonr  letter  was  received  per  Steamer  Ancon.  I  mentioned  the 
matter  of  $500,00,  to  he  contributed  by  the  people  of  Juneau,  to  pro 
to  the  support  of  a  minister,  should  one  be  sent  here. 

They  all  agreethat,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  furnish  the 
amount,  providing  the  minister  sent  here  would  be  competent  to  draw 
the  people  to  him.  You  know  that  heretofore  no  minister  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  Juneau;  and  this  was  not  caused  by 
a  lack  of  earnestness  or  sincerity,  but  by  in competency. 

There  is,  as  you  know,  no  protest ant  churh  organization  at 
Juneau,  and  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  see  or  expect  the  people 
here  to  act  as  abody  in  this  matter;  however,  there  are  others,  who 
like  myself,  will  contribute  liberally  to  support  a  minister  so  thtff 
we  may  have  regular  services,  here. 

I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  secure  the  $500,  towards  the 
support  of  a  mood  minister;  we  do  not  ask  for  the  best  qualified 
person,  but  the  people  would  like  to  ask  for  a  reasonably  compe¬ 
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J.  K.  GILL. 
JOHN  GILL. 


J.  K.  GILL  &  CO., 

WHOLESALE 

Booksellers  and  Stationers, 

73  First  and  26  Oak  Streets. 

Portland,  Oregon,  September  23,  1889. 


Hev .  Sheldon  Jackson, 

Sitka,  Alaska. 

Dear  Sir:-  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  11th  inst  is  at  hand. 

Ue  lllled  the  order  at  once  as  far  as  we  could,  and  by  pre-paying  the 
expressage  to  Port  Townsend  we  were  able  to  catch  the  last  steamer  which 
went  direct  to  Howkan.  The  six  Cornell  Intermediate  Geography  were  not 
m  stock,  but  we  sent  to  the  publishers  and  requested  them  to  forward  to 
Ivlins  Gould  by  mail  direct.  We  note  your  remarks  concerning  the  balance 
of  $1.20  of  long  standing.  Somebody  in  the  interregnum  has  dug  the 
matter  up  and  payment  was  made  to  us  in  April  last  of  this  amount  from 
Washington.  Under  the  circumstances  we  thought  best  to  report  it  to  you 
and  send  these  vouchers  on.  If  you  desire  another  set  made  out,  please 
send  them  to  us  and  we  will  follow  your  instructions.  When  this  account 
is  paid  we  can  refund  you  $1.20  if  desired.  In  writing  to  us  icindly 
refer  to  this  letter  so  that  we  shall* -)be  able  tp^/t^ace  the  master '-up 
quickly.  V* 


Yours 


c 


PHOENIX  (Ariz.)  Oct.  3. — Today  wa¬ 
ter  storage  for  the  Salt  River  Valley 
appears  very  near.  The  water  users  of 
the  valley  have  agreed,  almost  without 
exception,  to  a  plan  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  corporation,  on  the  basis  of 
one  share  for  every  acre  of  land  to  be 
irrigated,  this  corporation  to  deal  with 
the  United  States  government  and  to 
.give  ample  guarantee  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  repayment  to  the  govern- 
[ment  of  the  cost  of  the  Tonto  Basin 
reservoir  and  dam.  The  plan  was  rati¬ 
fied  this  afternoon  at  a  mass  meeting 
at  the  Phoenix  Theater,  which  was 
filled  with  a  thoroughly  representative 
body  of  farmers  and  business  men.  The 
main  speaker  was  George  H.  Maxwell, 
who  has  been  working  with  the  local 
committees  for  the  past  fortnight  and 
to  whom  is  given  much  of  the  credit 
for  the  successful  termination  of  the 
efforts  toward  securing  a  satisfactory 
plan  of  action.  The  committee  report 
says: 

“We  believe  success  in  this  movement 
depends  wholly  upon  the  people  them¬ 
selves.  With  a  united  community  there 
is  every  assurance  of  success,  and  we 
urge  upon  every  citizen  of  the  Salt 
River  Valley  the  imperative  and  urgent 
Importance  in  this  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  our  development  of  working 
shoulder  t.o  shoulder  to  carry  out  the 
plan  suggested  by  this  committee  and 
set  forth  in  this  report." 

It  is  recited  that  the  government 
cannot  participate  in  any  plan  that 
contemplates  delivery  of  stored  water 
to  canal  companies  that  are  not  formed 
exclusively  of  water  users.  It  is  not  de¬ 
signed  that  this  contracting  association 
shall  directly  acquire  ownership  of  the 
valley's  canals,  but  it  must'  have  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  of  the  distribution  of 
the  water  stored.  Save  only  for  the 
Mesa  Consolidated  Canal,  all  the 
ditches  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley 
already  are  cooperative  in  organiza¬ 
tion.  Dr.  A.  J.  Chandler,  manager  of 
the  exception  named,  has  assured  the 
committee  that  his  company  will  be 
more  than  pleased  to  turn  the  canal 
over  to  the  farmers  it  supplies,  on  terms 
that  cannot  fail  to  be  satisfactory  to 
the  purchasers. 

On  the  north  side,  the  situation  is 
slightly  more  complex,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  main  canal,  the  Arizona, 
is  owned  by  a  foreign  corporation, 
which  at  the  same  time  controls  a  bare 
majority  of  the  stock  of  the  Grand, 
Maricopa  and  Salt  River  Valley  canals, 
the  older  and  lower-lying  ditcnes.  me 
Arizona  Canal  is  heavily  bonded  and 
has  equities  in  the  distribution  of  wa- 
ter  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  other 
north-side  canals.  But  the  cornmutee 
apprehends  not  a  bit  of  trouble  on 
this  account,  as  the  canal  that  will 
carry  stored  water  must  be  controlled 
by  the  consumers  directly  and  the 
change  from  corporation  management 
to  cooperation  will  not  be  hard  to 

"Another  provision  of  importance  In 
the  national  irrigation  act  is  that  which 
provides  that  "No  right  to  the  use  of 
water  for  land  in  private  ownership 
shall  be  sold  for  .a  tract  exceeding  160 
acres  to  any  one  land  owner,  and  no 
such  sale  shall  be  made  to  any  land 
owner  unless  he  be  an  actual  bona  fide 
resident  on  such  land  or  occupant 
thereof  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
such  land,  and  no  such  right  shall  per¬ 
manently  attach  until  all  payments 

thereof  are  made.”  . 

Following  out  the  requirements  of 
this  section  it  follows  that  much  of  the 
land  holdings  of  the  valley  must  be 
subdivided  into  160-acre  tracts,  under 

separate  ownership.  . _ 

The  reservoir  recommended  is  on  the 
lines  of  the  plans  drawn  by  Arthur 
Powell  Davis  of  the  Hydrographic  Bu¬ 
reau,  with  a  capacity  of  1,4 1 8,000  acre 
feet  the  estimated  cost  of  dam  ana 
equipment  being  $2,550,000.  The  site  °n 
the  proposed  dam  is  acros  the  channel 
of  Salt  River,  a  few  hundred  yards  be¬ 
low  the  mouth  of  Tonto  Creek,  about 
sixty  miles  east  of  Phoenix.  Govern¬ 
ment  engineers  declare  the  dam  site  by 
far  the  best  yet  found  in  the  South¬ 
west  The  river  caiion  at  the  point  se¬ 
lected  is  only  202  feet  wide  on  the  water 
line  the  best  of  rock,  and  a  fine  nat¬ 
ural  Portland  cement  are  to  be  secured 
near  at  hand,  and  water  power  may  be 
generated  at  little  cost  for  practically 
all  the  mechanical  neceslties  of  con¬ 
struction.  ,  ,  . 

Concerning  the  quantity  of  land  to  be 
Irrigated,  the  report  reads: 

“It  is  further  resolved  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  committee  that  the  lands 
now  under  cultivation  should  be  given 
the  first  opportunity  to  sdcure  reservoir 
rights,  and  that  reservoir  rights  should 
be  allotted  only  to  holders  of  shares  in 
the  said  water-users’  association,  and 
this  committee  believes  that  under  a 
system  of  water  storage,  in  view  of  the 
water-supply  records  of  the  Verde  and 
Salt  rivers,  as  prepared  by  the  Unitea 
States  Geological  Survey  and  the  court 
water  commissioner  of  Maricopa 
county,  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  cultivate  more  than  200 1 1 
acres  with  the  entire  known  available 
water  supply.”  .  ,  , 

The  resolutions  are  to  be  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  the 
earnest  recommendation  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Four  thousand  copies  of  the 
report  have  been  ordered  printed.  The 
work  of  preparing  the  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration  of  the  proposed  water  consum¬ 
ers’  association  was  intrusted  to  Judge 
J  H  Kibbey,  who,  as  judge  of  the  local 
District  Court,  outlined  the  plan  under 
which  the  water  supply  of  the  valley 
has  been  distributed  for  years. 

According  to  the  best-informed  legal 
authorities,  no  action  of  Congress  will 
be  necessary  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
outlined  proposition  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  Work  could  be  started 
practically  as  soon  as  the  Interior  De- 
-irtment  has  been  assured  of  the  fu)l- 
lt  compliance  by  the  irrigators  with  the 
irms  of  the  irrigation  act.  There 
ould  be  no  question  of  funds,  for 
1,000,000  is  on  hand,  and  available  for 
te  work  at  the  present  time. 

The  plan  suggested  met  with  the 
earliest  indorsement  at  the  theater 
leeting.  There  was  not  a  dissenting 
alee,  and  before  nightfall  subscrip- 
ons  had  been  received  for  15,000  acres, 
-  shares  of  the  new  corporation.  The 
eneral  tone  of  the  meeting  was  op- 
mistic  in  the  eMreme,  for  at  the  low- 
st  estimate  the  construction  of  the 
am  will  at  least  three-fold  increase  the 
roducing  power  of  the  lands  of  the 
alt  River  Valley.  In  the  item  of  il- 
Llfa  alone,  water  storage  would  insure 
production  valued  at  no  less  than 
1,000,000  per  annum,  and  coupled  with 
attle  feeding  and  with  the  cultivation 
f  the  rarer  agricultural  products  that 

ere  may  readily  be  produced,  it  is  Pe¬ 
eved  that  the  annual  earning  capacity 
f  the  region  will  yet  be  raised  to  the 
tupendous  sum  of  $10J)00Ji!LQ» 
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M.  B. 

Eleventh  Census 
of  the 

United  States.  _  T  ^  ^ ^ 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

CENSUS  OEEICE, 

Washington,  Oct.  9,  1889. 

Dear  Sir:- 

This  office  begs  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  Sept.  11,  1889,  . 

The  information  you  have  furnished  has  been  duly  noted. 

Very  respectfully. 


Superintendent  of  Census 


The  General  Agent  of  Education, 
Sitka,  Alaska. 


JOHN  HALL,  0.  D.  ,  PRESIDENT. 

H.  KENDALL,  D.  D.  ,  (-SECRETARIES. 

WM.  IRVIN,  D.  D. ,  ) 

O.  D.  EATON,  TREASURER. 

Box  L,  Station  D. 


THE  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
53  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


New  York,  Oct.  10,  1889. 


Rev.  Shelton  Jackson,  D.  D. 

Sitka,  Alaska. 

My  dear  Dr.  Jackson: - 

Your  favor  of  September  4th  also  oi  Sept.  <^3rd  reached 
me  yesterday.  I  have  already  forwarded  you  the  additional  $1000 
for  the  Roy’s  Hospital.  I  have  requested  a  new  report,  from  the 
ladies  in  regard  to  tlie  amounts  they  have  received  for  the  Steam 
Laundry  and  I  have  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  papers  and 
find  th?  re  is  still  $50  due  you  and  I  herewith  enclose  a  check 
for  that  amount  together  with  a  statement  of  all  contributions. 

My  Mr.  Adams  looked  into  this  matter  formerly  when  1  last  wrote 
you  ani  affirmed  there  was  but  $50  due,  it  seems  he  w^s  in  error. 

Not  knowing  how  many  iron  bedsteads  with  matrasses  you 
needed  I  ordered  12  and  they  are  already  on  the  way  to  Sitka/  when 
they  reach  you  let  me  know  if  they  are  satisfactory  and  if  the 
additional  13  are  needed  1  will  have  them  ordered  at  once.  When  I 
gave  the  order  i  was  not  aware  that  there  were  two  wards  in  the 
Hospital  or  if  I  knew  it  I  entirely  over-looked  it.  If  Dr.  Hen¬ 
ning  left  in  Odt .  1  am  woniering  whether  the  new  appointee  would 
be  able  to  secure  the  position  under  the  government  of  resident 


(2) 

physician  at  Sitka.  If  that  could  be  arranged  I  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  in  its  present  pecuniary 
coniit.ion.  Have  a  look  at  it,  will  you  when  you  arrange  matters. 
With  many  kind  regards,  I  remain, 


Yours  truly, 
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.  s/ftj/ff'j't..'  /ffS.iJ.,  Oct «  10,  M'A  9* 

Rev*  Dr*  Sheldon  Jackson, 

Sitka,  Ala* 

Rev*  dear  Sir: 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  your  book,  electrotype,  circu¬ 
lar,  etc.,  and  shall  find  them  very  useful  in  preparing  our  account  of  Alaska, 
which,  though  short,  we  desire  to  have  as  full  and  accurate  and  modern  as  possi 


ble. 


Very  truly  yours, 


1-1  , 

United  States  %n&xmx  Sbtmitt, 
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S.  C.  Armstrong,  Principal. 


F.  N.  Gilman, Treasurer. 
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The  Mail  and  Express, 

New  York. 

October  16th,  1889 


Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 

General  Agent  of  Education,  Sitka,  Alaska. 
Dear  Sir: 


September  24th,  1889, 
wrote  to  the  Secretary 
enclose  a  copy  of  that 


Rir.  Shepard  received  your  letter 
and  in  accordance  with  it  immediately 
oi  the  Interior  as  you  desired.  1 
letter  for  your  information. 

Yours  very  truly., 


of 


The  Mail  and  Express, 

New  York. 


October  14th,  1889. 


COPY. 


Hon.  John.  W.  Noble, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  W  shington,  D.C. 
Dear  Sir: 


mere  seem  to  be  very  excellent  reasons 
why  you  could  with  great  propriety  and  advantage  to  the  public 
service,  grant  a  leave  of  absence  with  transportati on  to  the 
Piev.  oheldon  Jackson,  D.D.,  United  States  General  Agent  of 
Education  in  Alaska,  for  the  months  of  pecember  and.  January. 

He  can  do  more,  probably,  than  any  other  man  towards  thoroughly 
posting  up  General  Morgan,  your  new  Commissioner  of  Education 
about  Alaskan  affairs,  and  be  of  general  assistance  to  yom  ’ 
department  before  committees  of  either  House  of  Congress. 

An  application  for  this  leave  has  been  forwarded  to  you 
I  am  informed,  by  the  Territorial  Board  of  Education;  and  there 
are  a  number  of  things  in  the  affairs  of  Alaska  which  were  done 
by  the  former  Commissioner  of  Education,  which  General  Morgan 
ill  probably  wish  to  Undo,  as  they  are  full  of  mischief. 

mvQplffCe  °T\  ViSit  t0  AlaKka  in  1887  >  both  Mrs.  Shepard  and 
yself  have  taken  a  very  lively  interest  in  educational  matters 
theie,  and  we  think  that  your  favorable  action  upon  this  appli¬ 
cation  will  be  of  essential  advantage  to  all  those  schools. 


Very  truly  yours, 


f  signed .  )  Elliott  P.  Shepard, 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 
Washington, 


Elliott  P.  Shepard,  Esq., 

wThe  Mail  and  Express”, 
New  York  City. 

Dear  Sir:- 


October  16,1889. 


Yours  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received  in 
regard  to  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  United  States  General  Agent 
of  Education  in  Alaska. 

General  Morgan  is  not  the  Commissioner  of  Education. 
That  position  is  filled  by  Dr.  Wm.T. Harris.  General  Morgan 
is  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr. Harris  is  the  man 
Dr.  Jackson  wished  to  see.  Before  acting  upon  his  request 
for  leave  of  absence  I  have  referred  it  to  the  Corrmis sioner 
of  Education  for  his  views  as  to  whether  it  is  necessary 
that  this  officer  shall  come  here.  I  am  greatly  guided  by 
my  Commissioners  in  such  matters. 


Secretary. 


Yours  truly, 


^ A - - — K _ ' 

*L^4- J  _ ) 


